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All you need is your public library card 
to access eRead Kids, which provides 
free access to nearly 15,000 digital 
books to encourage early literacy.

New children’s digital library 
launches across all Georgia 
public libraries on Aug. 1
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Georgia Public Library Service 
(GPLS) is proud to offer eRead 
Kids, a new digital library 
available through all 407 public 
libraries in the state beginning 
Aug. 1. The collection of almost 
15,000 electronic and audio 
books is for children from pre-K 
through fourth grade. 
 
“We know that kids will build 
confidence and reading skills - 
and have fun - through eRead 
Kids,” said State Librarian 
Julie Walker. “eRead Kids will 
empower libraries to support 
young readers by offering a 
format convenient for traveling 
and entertaining kids, while 
growing their reading skills.” 
 
The collection is a mix of fic-
tion and nonfiction ebook and 
e-audio book titles that can be 
downloaded onto computers, 
tablets and smartphones. 

Georgia families now can freely 
check out electronic books, 
encouraging the early reading 
that is so important to educa-
tional success.
 
GPLS has worked with chil-
dren’s librarians to identify the 
most advantageous offerings 
and pricing. eRead Kids is made 
possible by funding proposed 
by Gov. Brian Kemp and ap-
proved by the Georgia General 
Assembly. 
 
“We strive to create programs 
that can be shared by all of our 
libraries, urban and rural, large 
and small. We can create econ-
omies of scale by leveraging 
our buying power for materials 
and services for statewide use,” 
said Walker. 

Visit georgialibraries.org/
eReadKids or your local library 
to learn more.  n  

Access to information 
and books is critically im-
portant in the rehabilitative 
process for residents of cor-
rectional facilities. As inmates 
prepare for life outside prison 
walls, one of the resources 
offered in Georgia is access to 
collections in public libraries. 

Georgia Public Library Service 
has partnered since 2017 with 
Georgia Department of Correc-
tions (GDC)  to provide resi-
dents of all 34 state prisons 
access to public library collec-
tions through an institutional 
library card. For those in PINES 
library systems, residents have 
access to 11+ million materials. 

“There is no better place than 
a library to inspire our offend-
ers to grow,” said Emanuel 
Mitchell, director of library 
services for the GDC. “Offend-
ers really appreciate access to 
materials to be able to learn 
something new or just read for 
pleasure.”

Working with the institution’s 
librarian, inmates can research 
and request to check out ma-
terials that are typically deliv-
ered from a local public library 
within a week. 

The program greatly expands 
access to library materials for 
inmates. While prison library 
collections vary, some may 


